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NEW FACE FOR BLANTON-PEALE

For the past year, Blanton-Peale has been undergoing a process of renewad. tunaeound
executive director, a new president, an active board, a dedicated administadtiaedstn
actively-involved faculty and student body, the Institute is conducting what iseit,edfself-
study leading to a revival of its original mission in the context of twensy-¢entury realities.
The state-licensed clinic is reaching out to a larger pool of clientele, ingloelurning veterans
from Iraq and Afghanistan and their families. The Graduate Institutenhaiéeel more
psychoanalytic residents than in any recent year, still providing coucseamesnded by the
American Association of Pastoral Counselors (AAPC) in connection with our fétastoral
Psychotherapy Program. A new Clergy Care and Renewal Division has ka#islest, and
under that division the old AAPC-based Pastoral Care Studies program in Englisbraan
has been revitalized and upgraded under the title Pastoral Care and Counselinge We ha
cemented and developed our relationship with New York Theological Seminary swotiea
Blanton-Peale courses can be transferred to advanced degree prograrssratrthgy, including
the D.Min, and we are exploring a joint master’s degree licensure- qualfyaggam in
Marriage and Family Therapy to replace our former Marriage andyaherapy program
which had to be dropped because of new state licensure requirements. Finallyasistioé &l
that we are doing is a reaffirmation of our commitment to the bringing togathes insights of
psychology and spirituality in the multicultural-and interfaith-centemdext of our day. Our
community of clergy and lay people is made up of individuals of many faith and language
backgrounds, all working to bring Blanton-Peale to a relevant contemporary undergtaef its
founders’ vision of “therapy with a soul. "The news articles and the intervidwour new
president in this edition of tHeabyrinthwill help to illustrate the renewed energy that prevails at
Blanton-Peale.

In the past month the Blanton-Peale Board of

A GROWING BOARD OF Trustees has more than doubled in size. Under
the continued leadership of Dr. Arthur Caliandro

TRUSTEES and Mrs. Elizabeth Peale Allen, the board,



including also David L. Harris, Esq., and Casey
R. Kemper has named: longtime faculty member
Dr. Phyllis Cohen; former Director of Training
The Rev. Dr. John Hagedorn; President of New
York Theological Seminary The Rev. Dr. Dale
Irvin; Macculloch M. Irving, Esq.; Principal of
Fletcher Consulting Group Ron William
Walden; and a Director of Consolidated Edison
Stephanie Bailey to the board. The board has
committed itself to active support of the
Institute’s mission and financial health.

TURNAROUND LEADER STOCKY

CLARK

In Jan 2009, the Blanton-Peale Board of
Trustees, recognizing that Blanton-Peale was in
economic trouble, brought in a turnaround
specialist, B. Stockton Clark, as interim leader to
provide an assessment and make
recommendations for Blanton-Peale’s future.
“Stocky” has become a familiar and popular
figure at Blanton-Peale and, with the help of the
Blanton-Peale administrative staff, with whom
he maintains regular communications, has
directed what amounts to an almost miraculous
renewal.

Stocky has over 15 years of senior management
experience in the public sector and as a private
sector entrepreneur. Among many other
accomplishments and honors, he created
Eldercarea nationwide case management and
referral program for the elderly used by many
Fortune 50 Corporations, has been given the
Governor’'s Management Achievement Award

by New York State and was named Innovator of
the Year by Cornell University.

NEW PRESIDENT APPOINTED

At a board meeting on May 20, 2009 David A.
Leeming was named President of Blanton-Peale.
A graduate of Princeton University, with a Ph.D.
in Comparative Literature from New York
University, some 30 years of university teaching
experience, and the authorship of three
biographies and many books on mythology,
David has been at Blanton-Peale since
September of 2000, when then President Holly
Johnson asked him to edit the Institute’s planned
Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religion.

Over a period of ten years David has completed
that work; theEncyclopediaco-edited with

former Blanton-Peale President Dr. Kathryn
Madden and Dr. Stanton Marlan, will be
published this fall. David has served the Institute
at various times as Director of Publications,
including editorship of thdournal of Religion

and Healthand as Dean and Interim President.
Early in his career he taught for eight years in
Istanbul, Turkey, and later worked as a secretary-
assistant to author James Baldwin, whose
biography he published in 1992. He was a
professor at the University of Connecticut in
Storrs from 1969 to 1995. To compensate for the
fact that he sometimes misses teaching, David
presents an occasional CTC talk of Myth and
Psychology [See the Interview with David
Leeming in this issue]. Dr. Leeming can be
contacted atlleeming@blantonpeale.org

NEW PSYCHOANALYTIC
RESIDENTS

This is an exciting year for the Blanton-Peale
Graduate Institute under the leadership of our
Dean, Dr. Jessica Mitchell. The application for
our joint program MA/MFT Program with New
York Theological Institute is awaiting review by
the New York State Education Department
(NYSED).



The Psychoanalytic Training Program on June
3rd proudly graduated four residents as certified
psychoanalysts: Miyoung Kang, M.Div., Sarita
Sahni, MA, Tak Him (Jeff) Shu, M.Div., and
Lorrie Larsen Strauss, MA.

This fall we have thirteen (13) Residents enrolled
as Phase | students in the Psychoanalytic
Training Program. We are also talking to
applicants for the spring and fall of 2010. We
have currently accepted three (3) residents for
2010. Our current residents are from Korea and
Egypt, as well as, the local boroughs, New
Jersey, Long Island and Westchester. Their
educational backgrounds are diverse. We at
present have two LMSWs and three Fordham
University social work interns, an M.D., two
M.Eds and four M.Divs., making a career change
from work as diverse as accounting, painting,
photography, music, dance, medicine and
education. All are beginning the journey towards
becoming licensed psychoanalysts with a desire
and the capacity to integrate psychoanalysis and
spirituality into their clinical work. For more
information on the Psychoanalytic Program
please contact Dean Jessica Mitchell at
jmitchell@blantonpeale.orgr consult our

website www.blantonpeale.org

CLINIC NEWS

The Counseling Center is working with SAE and
Associates to write a grant proposal to selected
Foundations for our Project Care—a program to
provide mental health services to veteran’s
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, and to their
families. We will be sending the Letter of
Interest shortly to these Foundations and
depending on their interest we will send them a
full proposal. We hope to receive support from
these Foundations.

HOLLY VOLLINK-LENT TO HEAD
BRANCH COUNSELING CENTERS

Holly Vollink-Lent has been appointed as the
new Director of Blanton-Peale’s Community
Counseling Centers. Holly graduated from
Blanton-Peale’s Psychoanalytic residency in
2004. She has a B.A. from Northwestern
College and an M.Div. from New Brunswick
Theological Seminary. Although she is an
ordained minister with the Reformed Church in
America she also has interests in Eastern
religions. In her private practice she has
specialized in psychodynamic work with clergy
and also with individuals wrestling with sexual
and/or gender issues. She is a member of NAAP
and AAPC. Holly and her husband Drew reside
in Riverdale, NY. They have two boys Sam, 5
and Max, 3 and a 2 year old Lhasa Apso named
Gracie.

Currently Holly is creating a new paradigm for
the branches in a new suite of offices at
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims in Brooklyn
Heights. The branch will open on Novembé&r 1
In addition to therapy services at the Brooklyn
Heights center, Holly’s staff will be offering
workshops in and around the Brooklyn
community at other churches or synagogues as a
way of marketing Blanton-Peale’s services and
getting the word out that we exist in the
community. Each therapist will develop at least
one workshop or group opportunity that can be
offered this year (either at Plymouth or at
another local facility). Holly has been in contact
with several pastors in Brooklyn Heights who
are very interested in building a connection with
us. In the future Blanton-Peale Community
Counseling Centers will offer pastoral
counseling, psychotherapy, workshops and study
groups and will also serve as a satellites for
Blanton-Peale’s new Clergy Care and Renewal



programs. Holly Vollink-Lent can be contacted
athvlent@blantonpeale.org

WILLIAM NOBLE TO HEAD NEW
CLERGY CARE & RENEWAL

The Reverend William C. Noble, M. Sc., D.

Min., LP, first came to Blanton-Peale in the
summer of 1964 for Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE) while he was a student at General
Theological Seminary. Between that time and his
return to Blanton-Peale to study in the fall of
2002, Bill was ordained to the priesthood of the
Episcopal Church in 1970 and served as a parish
priest and high school chaplain. In 1975 Bill
entered the United States Army as a chaplain.
While in the Army he served at Arlington
National Cemetery for three years and later as
the editor ofThe Chaplains’ Revieva

professional quarterly for military chaplains in
the American and Canadian military. While in

the Army, Bill provided care for the soldiers and
families of artillery units, armored units, and
military communities in the United States,
Germany and Belgium.

Bill is a graduate of the Command and General
Staff College and holds the Legion of Merit.
Retiring from the Army in 1995, Bill became the
executive assistant to the Bishop for the Armed
Forces and Chaplaincies of the Episcopal
Church, and after five years in that work moved
to be the Executive Assistant to the head of the
Department of Program of the Episcopal
Church. At Blanton-Peale, beginning in the fall
of 2002, Bill studied Marriage and Family
Therapy and then Psychoanalysis. He received
both certificates from Blanton-Peale in the spring
of 2004. Today Bill is a licensed psychoanalyst
(New York), a member of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Psychoanalysis (NAAP), a clinical member of

the American Association for Marriage and
Family Therapy (AAMFT), and a fellow of the
American Association of Pastoral Counselors
(AAPC), Bill is married and has four children
and four grandchildren. Bill Noble can be
reached atvnhoble@blantonpeale.arg

The Clergy Care and Renewal program, in
keeping with the founders’ vision, is integral to
today’s mission at Blanton-Peale. Pastoral Care,
as the integration of spirituality and
psychotherapy in the service of the soul,
demands excellent training, on-going support,
and from time to time, a renewal of spirit that
can only be achieved in a place of care and
nurture, safety and healing. This statement holds
the reason, the opportunity, and the challenge for
Clergy Care and Renewal at Blanton-Peale.

As with all things, the Clergy Care and Renewal
Program is based on dreams and needs, hopes
and hard work. Today the Clergy Care and
Renewal Program, with limited staffing and
limited funding, is a dream. How do we contact a
responsive constituency? Who knows about and
who needs the services of Blanton-Peale? Our
first task is to advertise what we offer. In
cooperation with New York Theological
Seminary’s Development Office, we are mailing
a letter of introduction and a tri-fold brochure to
many churches and clergy in the New York
metropolitan area and have planned several
workshopsDirect and confidential access to the
Clergy Care and Renewal program is available
by calling 1-800-953-0816 where a competent
and responsive person will connect you in a
timely manner with the various resources of the
Blanton-Peale Institute. For more information
see the revised Blanton-Peale website at
http://blantonpeale.org/Home/tabid/58429/Defau

[t.aspx

KELLY MURPHY MASON AND
MIRIAM KOO DIRECT
PASTORAL CARE

An important branch of the Clergy Care and
Renewal Division is the former Pastoral Care
Studies Program now renamed Pastoral Care and
Counseling, a program offered in both English
and Korean and soon, we hope, in Spanish. The
program is geared to clergy and lay people of all
faiths who wish to improve their counseling

skills. The curriculum emphasizes the
contemporary cultural context for multi-faith
ministry and meets the requirements of the



American Association of Pastoral Counselors for
designation as a Pastoral Care Specialist.

The new Program Director is The Rev. Kelly
Murphy Mason QCSW, M.F.A, M.Div,

M.S.S.W k.m.mason@caa.columbia.gdielly
was raised in southern New England, where she
attended Catholic and girls’ schools. She later
studied literature and writing at both Harvard
College and the University of Michigan. For
years, she taught creative writing and
composition to undergraduates at George
Washington University. An anthologized
essayist, she has also published piecadha
Washington Post Book World/ashington City
Paper/City BooksTime Out-New YorlSlate,

The Weekand Beliefnet.com; more articles are
forthcoming in theEncyclopedia of Psychology
and Religionnow in press. Her interest in sacred
story and narrative knowing has evolved
throughout her career, as she has explored their
therapeutic, educative, and spiritual dimensions.

Her graduate work in clinical practice, psychiatry
and religion was done in the dual degree
program at the Columbia University School of

Social Work and Union Theological Seminary,

which she completed in 2004. She then pursued
postgraduate training at the National Institute for
the Psychotherapies Center for Spirituality and
Psychotherapy. She was ordained by The
Community Church of New York, Unitarian

Universalist, in September 2006. Currently, she

acts as Director of the Pastoral Care and
Counseling Programs at Blanton-Peale Institute,
where she was previously a staff therapist. A
licensed mental health practitioner and qualified
clinical social worker, she is trained in EMDR
and Critical Incident Stress Debriefing, work she
does as a team member on the UU Trauma
Response Ministry. Additionally, she offers
emotionally focused therapy and premarital
counseling to couples. In recent years, she has
served on the boards of the Universalist National
Memorial Church, the Murray Grove Retreat
Center, and the Unitarian Universalist Christian
Fellowship; today she sits on the board of the
Association for Spirituality and Psychotherapy
as president of its alumni society. She lives in
New York City with her husband, a physician,
and their two tomcats.

The Korean language Pastoral Care Program is
led by The Rev. Dr. Miriam Koo
(miriamkoo@hotmail.col ably assisted by

long term Blanton-Peale friend and Korean
program director, Ho-Yeong Jong.
bpKorean@gmail.com

This year the English speaking program has 29
members and the Korean program has 65
members.

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGION

PUBLISHED

Under the editorial direction of Dr. David
Leeming, the president of Blanton-Peale,

the Encyclopedia of Psychology and Religisn

to be published this year by Springer
Science+Business Media, Inc. The encyclopedia
offers a definitive collection of psychological
explanations and interpretations of the stories,
rituals, motifs, symbols, doctrines, dogmas, and
experiences of the world’s great religious and
mythological traditions.The encyclopedia
consists of some six hundred articles contributed
by some two hundred writers and scholars. With
Dr. Leeming, the co-editors of the work

are former Blanton-Peale President Kathryn
Madden, Ph.D., and Stanton Marlan, Ph.D, a
Jungian analyst and Adjunct Professor of
Psychology at Duquesne University.

Many faculty, staff, residents, and alumni have
contributed articles to thencyclopediawhich

will be available on line and in a print edition in
November.



MARRIAGE AND FAMILY AT
BLANTON-PEALE

Blanton-Peale’s popular program in Marriage
and Family Therapy came to an end several
years ago when the New York State Education
Department instituted new regulations for
licensure qualifying status. Beginning2006

a Master’s Degree in Marriage and Family
Therapy became a requirement for those seeking
licensure in that field. As Blanton-Peale is a
training institute rather than a college we are not
qualified to offer a master’'s degree. (The state
does not require a master’s degree for graduates
of our licensure-qualifying Psychoanalytic
program.) . Blanton-Peale is anxious to revive its
Marriage and Family program, but the process of
becoming a college has proved to be an
extremely difficult one. Recently, however, a
solution was suggested by Dr. Dale Irvin,
President of New York Theological Seminary.
Blanton-Peale and the Seminary have a long
history of cooperative programs, and Dr. Irvin
proposed that we work together on a Marriage
and Family master’s degree that would be
beneficial to both institutions. Blanton-Peale
would teach most of the specific Marriage and
Family courses and the Seminary, which
college, would count those courses towards a
Master’s Degree in Marriage and Family
Therapy which it would confer.

A complete proposal for the State Education
Department has been prepared by Dr. Regina
Fredrickson and Dr. David Leeming at Blanton-
Peale and Dr. Irvin at the Seminary. That
proposal has been accepted by the Association of
Theological Schools and is now making its way
through the State Education Department. If all
goes as planned, we would offer the program
beginning in the fall of 2010. To be placed on a
waiting list for the program please contact
Blanton-Peale’s Dean, Dr. Jessica Mitchell at
jmitchell@blantonpeale.org

THE INFRASTUCTURE: A NEW
LOOK

Since late in October 2008 Jane Roberts,
Blanton-Peale’s COO, has worked with the
Board, President David Leeming, and turnaround
specialist Stocky Clarke to bring about an
improved workplace and environment at the
Institute. Early in 2009 a new phone system was
installed and part of the server was rebuilt and

new computers purchased to accommodate in-
house medical billing. In June a face lift began
on the fourth and fifth floors with the help of the
Marble Church building’s staff, the Collegiate
Corporation and outside painters. The duct work
for air conditioning was reconfigured and 10
window units were purchased to make
counseling rooms and work space pleasant. At
the same time all damaged ceiling tiles were
replaced, and the front halls and rooms on both
floors were painted and carpeted. Blinds were
installed in west facing rooms and a tile floor
and new walls were installed in the kitchen.
Couches have been purchased for several
counseling rooms and new art work has been
hung in several areas. While this project is still
very much a work in process, we at Blanton-
Peale are especially grateful to Casey Kemper,
Frank Malensek and John McHugh for all of
their help and financial assistance.

DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT
HIRED

The Rev. Dr. Paul Bradley has been appointed
Development Director at Blanton-Peale. He also
serves as the Vice President for Development
and Institutional Advancement of New York
Theological Seminary, where he also is the
Director of Supervised Ministry and is an
Adjunct Professor, teaching Supervised Ministry,
Church Administration and Stewardship, and
United Church of Christ Polity. Dr. Bradley
previously served for five years in the
Development Office of Union Theological
Seminary, and worked for ten years at The New
York Public Library in several increasingly
responsible development positions, culminating
in five years of service as Manager of the
Campaign for the Library’s successful $750
million “Second Century Campaign.” Before



joining the Library’s staff, he was Director of
Development for The League of Women Voters
of New York State and Director of its capital
campaign, and earlier served as a development
officer for Yale University. In a thirty-plus-year
career, he has consulted on development,
stewardship, and communications for many
churches and other not-for-profit organizations.
A sixth-generation Congregational/UCC
minister, he is a native of Hartford, Connecticut
and has lived in New York City since 1976.
Bradley received his B.A. from Sarah Lawrence
College in Bronxville, New York, his M. Div.
from Union Theological Seminary in the City of
New York, and his D.Min. from New York
Theological Seminary. A member of The
Riverside Church in the City of New York, he is
active as a lay leader and as backup clergy at
Riverside and is or has been a member or chair
of a number of committees and organizational
bodies at the local, regional, and national levels
of the United Church of Christ. He regularly
consults and leads workshops and retreats for
churches on finance, administration, and
stewardship. Since 2001, he has been the Senior
Pastor and Co-Minister of Step By Step: A
Ministry of Recovery and Healing, a project of
the Center for Recovery Ministries at NYTS,
which meets in nine locations in the New York
metropolitan area, and uses the Twelve Steps of
recovery in a spiritual worship program. Dr.
Bradley can be contacted at
PBradley@blantonpeale.org

BLANTON-PEALE depends on the generosity
of its many friends and supporters to continue its
work. To help financially, with ideas, or to share
other information, please contact Ms. Nancy
Simpson, Development Associate at 212/725-
7850 Ext 106 onsimpson@blantonpeale.org

Also, if you need brochures or flyers for
distribution, please contact us.

NEW WEBSITE

Please check our new constantly updated
website -www.blantonpeale.org--for news of
all Blanton-Peale programs and eventsOur
new site organizer is The Rev. Dr. William
Noble, a graduate of Blanton-Peale, is the
Director of the Clergy Care and Renewal
division of the Institute (see below). He would

be happy to post any Blanton-Peale Alumni/ae
news. Please contact him at
wnoble@blantonpeale.org

ALUMNI/AE NEWS

When Perviz Karanjia was in London this
summer she met with Jean Higham, a Blanton-
Peale alum, who lives in the south of London in
Chichester. Perviz said, “I met Jean and her
husband Adrian at his club—The Reform Club
in London and over lunch Jean reminded me that
she had started her training the same year |
joined BP—1983! She and Adrian are both
retired now, and in addition to being involved
with their four sons and their children, they
travel and Jean leads a Jungian reading group.
We had a very enjoyable afternoon together.

EVENTS

An announcement was sent to all Blanton-Peale
alums in the tri-state area about an alumni/ae
event hosted by New York Theological
Seminary on October #at the Interchurch
Center. We thank all of you who were able to
come as we hope to re-develop the participation
and support of alumni/ae at Blanton-Peale.

On Saturday, Novembef"7Blanton-Peale will
host a reception for alums at the AAPC Eastern
and Northeast Region Conference in
Williamstown, MA. David Leeming will outline
plans for Blanton-Peale’s future, and William
Noble, the new Director for Clergy Care and
Renewal will discuss our new Clergy Care and
Renewal Program. Board members John
Hagedorn and Dale Irvin will be present along
with Development Director Paul Bradley.

For more information on Alumni/ae activities,
please consult the head of our alumni/ae
committee, Holly Vollink-Lent at
hvlent@blantonpeale.org

Graduates of the MFT and Psychoanalytic and
Pastoral Psychotherapy Programs are welcome
to contact Dean Mitchell
(imitchell@blantonpeale.ojdo arrange to

attend Community Training Conferences on
most Wednesdays during the academic year.




MARY CATTAN REPORTS ON HER WORK IN SRI LANKA

Since my last report (2007) on the Psycho-
Spiritual Healing Program in Sri Lanka, the

small island nation has been much in the news.
No longer are the headlines focused on the
tsunami disaster of 2004; rather it has been the
brutal and protracted civil war that has seized--
however briefly--the world’s attention. Itis
appropriate, perhaps, that this beautiful island
nation is teardrop-shaped; the suffering of its
warm, hospitable people continues to be
profound. Though nearly physically recovered
from the tsunami, its emotional effects have been
compounded by the twenty-five year ethnic
conflict. This spring in the final few weeks alone
of fighting, 25,000 civilians—and perhaps many
more--were killed. Individuals and families
throughout the country are severely stressed with
extremely high rates of alcoholism, domestic
abuse and suicide.

The goal of the Psycho-Spiritual Healing
Program is to train local counselors to work
effectively with these emotional problems in

their villages. In our collaboration with
Sarvodaya, a Gandhian/Buddhist inspired Sri
Lankan NGO (non-governmental organization),
nearly thirty counselors have shared a series of
workshops on basic therapeutic skills, interpreted
through a container of traditional spiritual

healing techniques.

Early this spring, just before the final defeat of
the Tamil insurgency by Sinhala government
forces in the northeast of the country, | made my
fourth trip for the Program, partnering this time
with Eugene Shelly, a Blanton-Peale graduate
and former Residency Faculty member with
whom | had trained as an Imago therapist as a
Resident more than fifteen years ago. As a
Clinical Instructor of Imago Relationships
International (and Board Chairman for the past
two years, as well), Gene agreed to begin the
process of training the Sri Lankan counselors in
couple work, Imago style.

Before beginning the workshop, Gene and | were
escorted by our local hosts on a daylong road trip
from Colombo to Matera, on the southern tip of
the country (in sometimes harrowing Sri Lankan
traffic!) to see the counselors at work and to be
treated to generous Sri Lankan hospitality in

their homes. Though we tasted many exotic

treats and had a wonderful refreshing swim in
the Indian Ocean, the best treat of all was to

witness the remarkable growth in the counselors
since my first visit there four years ago. With
thirteen workshops now completed, | could see a
radical change: they now are bringing not just
compassion but real empathy and expertise to
hundreds of people in dozens of villages
throughout the country.

The workshop itself lasted four days. Each
morning, before beginning the work of the day,
the group gathered on a shady veranda of our
retreat center. As we formed a circle, prayers
from each of the four religious groups present
(Buddhist, Hindu, Moslem, and Christian) were
chanted; incense and a small oil lamp were
passed from person to person. The day then
proceeded with translators for the three
languages (Tamil, Sinhala, and English) bridging
the language gaps.

As we have come to “expect the unexpected” in
our workshops, Gene and | were not
disappointed. Thinking our work would focus
simply on training the counselors in couple
work, we were surprised to find that several of
the counselors had brought their husbands along,
and were anticipating a couple workshop
experience as well. So out went our workshop
design, and in came the improvisation. Though
often it seemed we were “flying by the seats of
our pants,” it was a rich learning experience, not
only for the counselors, but for Gene and me as
well. In the ensuing dialogues—between us
Americans and the Sri Lankans counselors,
between the wives and their husbands, between
the Tamil counselors and the Sinhalese—were
moments of connection—“ah-ha moments’--
sacred moments. At the closing ceremony, as
tributes and gifts were offered, as tears fell and
embraces were exchanged, my heart brimmed
with gratitude for the privilege of being part of
this small healing work in a world in pain.

The Psycho-Spiritual Healing Program has been
sustained with even more Blanton-Peale
connections. Supavadee Thavesaengsiri, a staff
therapist, is also a member of the training team.
Joan Hoeberichts, an alumna of the Residency
Program, was the founder of the Project and
remains its leader. She is also the founder and
Teacher of the Heart Circle Sangha, a Zen
community in New Jersey. Joan was honored



for her work with an “Outstanding Women in
Buddhism Award,” presented this March in
Bangkok, Thailand.

Mary facilitating an Imago Dialogue with a Tamil Gue
(Sinhala and Tamil translators in rear)

A CONVERSATION WITH DAVID A. LEEMING, Ph.D.

by Paul Bradley, Development Director

Blanton-Peale is delighted to welcome our new Plersi, David A. Leeming, Ph.D., who was unanimoeigigted
by the Board of Directors on May 20, 2009. Follogvare David's responses to a series of questi@anpased to
him.

What would you like to share with us about youspeal background? Where were you born and whene wou
raised, where did you go to school, what did ycarepts do, where do you live now, and somethingiaypaur
family?

| grew up on the campus of and later graduated &orgpiscopal boarding school in Peekskill, NY foed by my
father, an Episcopal priest. Later | attended aadgated from Princeton University with a B.A. indlish. My
father was English, the son of a steel worker. Myhrar came from an Episcopal/Quaker backgroundpaernts
were what used to be called “gentleman farmerkdve two brothers and a sister. Pam, my wife ofets, and |
have lived in Istanbul, Pomfret and Stonington,Allbuquerque, NM, Fort Greene, Brooklyn, Riverdal¢he
Bronx, and most recently, Rhinebeck, NY. While ion@ecticut, Pam earned her M.A. degree and evédytual
became an English teacher, retiring only this yeam the Calhoun School in Manhattan. Pam and ehbxee
children: Margaret, born in Turkey, who teachearst Studies at Vassar; Juliet, a zoning officelarth
Stonington, Connecticut, and Paul, an executitheat)nited Bank of Switzerland.

Pam and I, and Paul are members of the congregattithe Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in NeavRYCity.
Tell us something about your professional life beflanton-Peale.

After college | took a job for five years as an Estyteacher in the secondary school division db&o



College in Istanbul. Eventually, | became heacheflycee English department there. While in Turkemet author
and civil rights activist James Baldwin, and wheeturned to New York for three years in the 60ddagraduate
work leading to an M.A. in English and a Ph.D. ionG@parative Literature at NYU, | worked for Baldvas a
secretary/assistant. In 1966 | traveled with hirokda Istanbul, where | took up my old job at Raleollege and
where Baldwin and his brother and | shared a houseelehpasha’s library-- over looking the Bosphoiu&umeli
Hisar. When after a year Baldwin returned to trege3t | remained in Turkey for two more years. He laremained
friends to the end of his life and in the earlyatias | would complete his biography—on the reseafcahhich he
was fully cooperative. After Turkey, Pam and | &ndrgaret moved to Connecticut, where | began ge26 career
at the University of Connecticut in Storrs in theglish and Comparative Literature Departments. mgri
sabbaticals | did research at the Camargo FoundatiGassis, France, twice taught on a studenttbhip
circumnavigated the world, and one year ran thevétsity of Connecticut’'s Year Abroad in London praxg. In
1995, | took early retirement from the UniversifyGonnecticut and Pam and | moved to Albuquerqud, Where
Pam taught and | wrote two more biographies (onfhiemds—the poet, Stephen Spender and on Beauford
Delaney, an African American artist and mentorahés Baldwin) and several books on mythology. After
years we returned to New York, where Pam contintaadhing and | continued writing on mythology—maost
recently, theOxford Companion to World Mythology

How and when did you first become involved in BlarPeale? What have your various roles been here?

| took my first job at Blanton-Peale in 2000 whéer-President Dr. Holly Johnson asked me to explae
possibilities of an Institute-sponsorEdcyclopedia of Psychology and Religi@ompleted and soon to be
published) and eventually as editor of flmairnal of Religion and HealthAfter a year or so | began to take on more
work at the Institute—first as the Director of Pahtions, then as the liaison person with the Statiecation
Department, eventually as Academic Dean and thémt@sm President.

How did you come to be called as our new President?

Well, although | had recently retired from BlantBeale, | was still occasionally around working loa tinal
aspects of thEncyclopedia of Psychology and Religiwshen former President Kathryn Madden resignedhat
time we were in the midst of negotiations with N¢ark Theological Seminary and the State Education
Department over a possible MA program in Marriageé Bamily Therapy, and people realized the need for
direction from someone who had both academic egpee and intimate knowledge of Blanton-Peale’s iosand
recent history. | happened to be there and apggrents that person, and after a brief periodrasrim President,
during which | worked with and got to know the taraund director and the Board, | was asked by terd@to take
on the position of President.

What do you see as the major opportunities andlehgés facing Blanton-Peale today?

The major opportunities for Blanton-Peale lietsiuniqueness among clinics and training institifés stand
pretty much alone in offering what we call “therapgigh a soul’—training and treatment that recognittesvital
and constructive relationship between spirituaditgl psychology. It is this connection, for examphat makes
possible the opportunities presented by our reldeed strong collaboration with New York Theolodi€&eminary.

An immediate challenge is the development withSkeninary of the Master’'s Degree Program in Marrizge
Family Therapy. Blanton-Peale is diminished in teiwhmission and finances by the loss of that @ogas a result
of state regulations, and we need to revive itwifh the Seminary, and perhaps eventually on eur,ave are to
move into the degree-granting process, we at BiaRt@ale will have to find ways of changing our ardt as it
were, from that of a clinic and training instititethat of a college associated with a clinic. é@jging with culture
change, we will need to work as a community, withrani support, to examine our own identity. WhaBlanton-
Peale in the Zicentury? What can we do to increase the dimensibaar commitment—our mission in the
context of present day realities? And can we raaligerstand that spirituality belongs not to ang oeligious
tradition? Can we accept the challenge to becouhg tnulticultural and interfaith in our outlook? €ave achieve
real diversity? Another challenge involves theiclinvhich will soon be faced with new State regolas and will in
all likelihood have to reach out further to aspisbple in extreme need of help. You see, theralarays
challenges.



What specifically are our financial challenges?

Our financial challenges are, on one hand tiedutdated financial management approaches that veglthhge and
are, in fact, in the process of being changed ant®h-Peale. There is also the fact that we atleeimidst of a
financial downturn that makes raising money extigrdéficult. Not-for-profit organizations are firndg fund
raising particularly challenging, and Blanton-Pealao exception here. We need help from people avkowilling
to take the risk with us. We have managed to payehbts and balance our books, but we are sti#ah need of
endowment growth and scholarship funds. To facduhee, to fulfill our mission, we must have sificant
financial help—from board members, alumni, frierasd from foundations. A recent generous gift fithe Peale
Foundation should serve as a stimulus for others.

Our organizational challenges?

As | said earlier, our primary organizational chatje has to do with identity and culture change.né&d to
examine who and what we are as an organizatiordawnelop our culture as a community accordinglysTheans
in part that the administrative staff must listertlie faculty and vice versa, that administrativerd must remain
literally and figuratively open. As we move towatzscoming part of a degree granting program we maste
from hierarchical direction to transparency anddtiegiality. We must be willing to learn to grotmough
disagreement and discussion.

You have described the period ahead of us as &hewal of Blanton-Peale." What is your vision Béanton-
Peale a year from today? Five years?

Within a year | hope to see a financially viable @ollegial learning and treatment Institute wheeeple know that
they are all part of a mutually dependent collettd parts.

Within five years | hope a new President will leatudget-balanced clinic and Institute that is gaioed by the
State as a degree-granting “college.’ This collegdgle still in close cooperation with New York Tdilegical
Seminary and other institutions, will provide notya licensure-qualifying program in Psychoanayaind an
M.A. in Marriage and Family Therapy, along withostg Pastoral Care And Counseling Programs in Bmglis
Korean, Spanish and, perhaps, other languagesiiboffer a licensure-qualifying, AAPC-approved,ggram in
Psychoanalysis leading in many cases to a Pagteyahotherapy D.Min. degree from New York Theatagi
Seminary. | see a modern Blanton-Peale that imetg form gives full expression to the real spifitte founders’
intentions.

What role can our alumn/aei play in our future ity

Alums are vital for Blanton-Peale’s life. Alunase Blanton-Peale in the world. An institution thabages its
alumni/ae is a parent that ignores its progenyn®ia-Peale needs its alumni/ae to survive, and feast to listen
to and absorb the wisdom gained by alumni/ae tligsapnd psychoanalysts in the world outside thiésvoé the
Institute. As for what Blanton-Peale can give ltsmani/ae, this needs to be discusseth the alumni/ae through the
re-development of a viable Alumni/ae Associatiohraugh Alumni/ae Association membership alums migght
listed with their specialties on the Institute’shg#e. Alums might be encouraged to participat€TiCs and
workshops and as supervisors and faculty memh&esekted alumni/ae might even be able to be “dadinered”
into the proposed D.Min. programs. We need to dis@ll of this and more.

Thank you!
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